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S. D. Union Repeater Tells Oft Hunt For Beria 
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Iditor'i NoU: Ht re, for the fin) 1/me, h Iht dtlailtd story of Iht f 
manhunt In Spain for a man tuppoiedlo in Lmrtnll Stria of huata, 
and how Iht Spanhh were! polict tptnl mb chocking Iht Hory and 
trying to provt it a hoax or whtlhtrll had lomt grain of truth. 
ByGENEFUBON 


■■■ ' nlfi TTifi 

Gray streaks of soggy dawn im- 


S U M WM m 


.< wared a Parts of naked trees 

0 id empty streets Sept, 21, a Ufr 

? • more than 24 hour* before 1 
n as scheduled to rendezvous In 
S pain with the man who claimed 
t ■ be Lavrenti Berta. /V 
1 wasn't thinking magnificent 
tioughts about world-shaking 
S “JKUuencfs If 1 could bring In a 

1 KW-to-1 shot and take Stalin's 

t itcher and hla secrets to the 

l nited States, v- t .-^w - y,, ; ... 

1 was t^ro other things: worried 
a id scared. 

Ahuge workhorse Slopped over 
v et cobbles In front of the Res- 
t ufant Palais D'Orsay where I 
v S» the Only customer. He pulled 
a Idad of cabbages. Cabbages, 1 
t ought, just what the little pack- 
e of papers I carried felt like . . . 
a couple of cabbages.' 

1 tress from McCarthy . 

The papers were documents 
s fned by Sen. McCarthy (R-Wla) 
tl at I was to attempt to deliver 
t< the man who claimed to be 
B irla. They would guarantee his 
© editions of surrender to the 
X dted Stamps would be met, that 
h qCarthy would conduct him and 
h i two companions to the United 

: xjo Intermediary; Fablo / Gaho, 

2 wealthy Nicaraguan' Coffee 
,P inter, had delivered all the’ In- 
, f( ijnatlon over an eight-week 

P ripd. 


F JlL SECRECY REQUIRED 
Gallo Claimed he had Instate- 
tl hs to arrange political asylum 
li -the UJS. for a "big fish." He 
si Id the man was Beds's second 
aiiistant, a Spaniard; accom- 
p hied by a Russian atomic phys- 
ic ft and another man, all hiding 
li Spain, and they wpuld sur- 
n Oder under certain terms. Gallo 
il 1 delivered the terms to 
V ashtngton as Instructed. V 
H)ey were: ' / I 

■ C-Under no drcumslances 
« *®.the ll.S. State Department 
oi "Uie Central Intelligence Agen- 
e; to be Informed of the case, or 
tl e deal was off. 

2. Wo were to deal directly I 
v th J. Edgar Hoover and the] 
I 31 only. 


3. The negotiation was to bej 
handled In absolute, secrecy. 

4. Gallo was to be the only manl 

with whom they would maintain) 

contact 

5. The four fugitives were to 
be delivered directly to the FBI 

|and held Incommunicado under 

guard ' 


ruyeu uuc vi,, ituoc> - 

8. If their Information proved 

true, all would receive permanent 

political asylum. If proven false, 
they would be returned In eecret 
to, a place, of their own choosing. 

7. They would be allowed to 

keep a fortune In American cur- 
rency they would bring with! 
them. ; 

8. If refused asylum they 
|would keep two valises of docu- 
ments they 'would bring with 
them. 44 ,®**;; . 

B. TheJr presence fn the United 
States would remain a secret 
10. They wanted a written 
guarantee, signed by the Presi- 
dent or other , high officials, that 
their Surrender conditions would 
be observed/ ■ -■ ■ 

INVASION PLANS OFFERED 
In returs they .guaranteed till 

deliver: ’ ' - 

J.Dctalls'oIgOvletlnvasion' 


_ _ , , Soviet 

'agents working' fit tijie -tuS. State 
Department' arid the Central In- 
telligence Agency. 

3. Full names and data pf mem- 
bers of the Soviet atomic spy 
ring In the U.S., to Include the 
names of the bosses of Julius and 
Ethel Rosenberg. s 

4. Bank receipts for 214 mffllbn 

dollars deposited bjr Russia In a 
bank in Zurictf, Switzerland, to 
the account df a U)S. State De- 
partment official' who ' wai' to 
keCp Spain out of the western 
alliance.' - ? r *r>: 


5. Lists - of all / major -SoVlct 
civil and. military agents- now 
working In the US. ;.- . y t t 
,8. Two valises of documents to 
prov$ their; allegations. ' > 


PHOTO REQUIRED 
/ If the 'United States .agreed, 
Gallo was to be given a photo 
[graph showing him with either] 


» ; ■ »; • 


P . myself over 

President, or the vice presl- 
it and J. Edgar Hoover to 
ve he had talked with them, 
I given the guarantee. 






With the Spanish government fo: 
their custody. 

I landed In Madrid at 6:30 p.m';[ 
2i, Mia wart to thi nsts) 


wf 


ittHWR^PrJTBnR 


that his name 1 


IW OF nut UH TTOTi 
ture was successful The FB/ 
us six and a /Indjl 
[hour*, agreed the, story/was fan- 
testto but not top fantastic to 


Rotel, where Gatto had reserved 

When hejidted to appear 


fPlfcopis, 

!}|lt midnight as si 
,§>mcthlng VMS j 
That morning 


Investigate. •*» «? g* 


inte: 

-as' In ] 
are pi 
:st penaltlei 
ihot for hlgl 
litefe to deal ‘ 
rpoat lmpoi 


[Aug. 21 aboard the Constitution. 

We agreed before he left he S^me'^mt 
would dejd.pito/wlth nmto. avoid » 
slipup,/; ] 

He . had- no picture and ho 

guarantee, only a verbal agree- 

ment that we would try to get a 
guarantee J| he could establish 
personal contact with the fugi- 
tives and . tentatively Identify 
them. .; .. /:::.vi4/''-i 

demand Repeated * 

I telephoned him at Marbella, 

Provlncla de Milaga, Sept 16, In 
answer to a telegram. Two FBI 
agents t werp present with a tape 
'recorder, ' as Instructed In the 
telegram. 

There was static In the connec- 
tion and Gallo had to spell the 

"B,” he said, "B, like th 

. - - j na, er-l-a," Then he gave 
Me Instructions to carry out In 
Washington. “Get ‘the guarantee 
and bring it here." ,f ^ 

“Am I to come?" I asked 
"Yes, 11 he said," Then he repeat- , 
ed everything to an FBI agent 
both In English and in Spanish to 
be sure we bad It right,, 

[NO AID FORTHCOMING 
Washington -was notified imme- 
diately. The npxt day- the answer 
came: "The case has been turned 
oyer tp tbe-State^ -Department” 

■■•The next 1 afternoon 1 Was In 
Washington ofllbig.the State De- 
the phone. -. , ■ ■ 

"This 1s the underaecretary, 


'« Us that he would drive [from 
Jlalaga <830 mUg») that day «hd 


[fie world, U It, w^s really Beria,, 
fcd without the knowledge of the 
Danish secret police. My mon- 
ij^hlnes ehdpf |j noon. 
Accompanied © a policeman; 
•alio burst Info/Sny, room wav, 
Kg his arms. ' ' 


man answered. "We were notified 
. you were Coming.'’ 

assumed you would want to 
ulkto. me,” I said, 
i /l'WO -have nothing to discuss 
[piijesi you have additional infor- 
mation to add to the file,” he said. 

• I t8]d the Story to McCarthy. 
‘Til go With you. If It will help," 
he told me, 

. We sef up a new plap. Twos to 
take the documents alone and de- 
[llyer them If possible, toll the fu- 
gitives to walt’ where they were, 
[and notify McCarthy to negotiate! 


The State Di 
s over to a 
fay," he said. 

About noon, 
t®t« cted him' «1 


inhtmself with a passport as an 

American embassy attache. The 

man told Mm he was a fepre- 

spntntive of the U.| attorney 


icduled, I kni 
bng[ 

a had ass< 
med him from) 


vrith the se- 
nd agents can] 
treason. I vyr 
h one of t) 
bmmi 


rtment tuiiied 

illce yester- 


lo said, a man 
the Miramar 


Malaga and' Identified 


general. "He said, 
Beria.' ■ 


:t me to] 


"I didn’t trust the passport ana, 
asked Mm to show more pn “ 

He told me the petsport'ma , 

he needed,” Gallo e&ld, ‘T asked] 
him to name the attorney gen- 
eral and he. told me J e was there 
to ask questions, not jansySer 
them. I didn't believe [he [whs) 

•here Commu- GaUo * sl “ b® fold the -.man 
'about mb arriving and ti>* man 

apparently knew, riotiilng any 
[guarantee*. * 

I .ifen^sitiNER.' ca^ ’ 

’Then he called a Than lie Midi; 
was, a secret policeman, and 


didn’t believe Mm either/’ GaHo 
said. "They wanted me tojio 
with them In a car with lour 
other men, L refusetj," , - 

Next; ealhe .the governor’s sec- 
reto^y aiid the local polloe, then 
Gallo was , taken ‘ to the police 
station] rthen to the governor, 
then to Madrid under guard. 

The "policeman," a douhle for 
Charles Boyer, handed me Me 


a#- 


commissioner of political ipollre 
I asked for Ms credentials, thei 

showed him the papers I hid 

They were still In tho pnvolnnx 


a* I had air-mailed them to my 

self frdm Paris to avoid havlnt 

i neMAB ’ wy 


person. : 

WltMn a low minufes I \ 

m. the Dlrrecdon General de 

Segurldad (National Police Head 

quarter*) talking to the commb- 

sloner’s -boss/ a "general the gen. 

eral secretary and three com 

mlssloncr**, , ' r ; 

OWPKRATION PLEDGED 
■ i 5hey. i )js?ure4 me I was not 
under airret but they wanted, 
to know-whstit' was all afiout I 
tojd theip. the .^hole works, | 
.When ! finished the general 
offcred nje hjs jiand. “You shall 
have the complete cooperation 


ments and ,we Trill hold the men 
In protective. custody. until Sen- 
ator McCarthy can come get 
them.” *Vv' : 't t 
Sept. 26 was a Saturday and 
more strange thing* happened. 
Gallo was to drive to ‘Gonzolo 
Golzueta’s farm at Marbella to 
make arrangements fbr me to 


card.it . said he was the national(Obntinued on Rage' a-25, Col l)i 
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'Berio' Hunt Upset 
By Crossed Signals 


wait there for the interview with 
the man who claimed to be Berla. 
-.He had no more than started 
' when the electrical system failed 
. on his car, a brand new Cadillac] 
' convertible. Two hours later, a 
duplicate of Gallo's car was driv 
-,lng around the streets of Malaga.] 
-A man with Belgian papers was 
driving. 

The police impounded the car| 
immediately and parked it In Gal- 
lo’s stall at the Miramar Hotel, 

' Malaga, while his was being re- 
paired. Gallo drove the 45 miles 
to the farm in the Commission- 
er’s Citroen. He returned with 
two more strange items: Gonzolo 
had disappeared and I could not| 
stay at the farm. 

Monday Gallo started for the 
contact point again but went else- 
where. At 4 p.m., he returned to 
my hotel pale and shaken. He 
I. was obviously scared. From that 
' P°Int he refused to attempt a 
. contact, return to his own hotel, 
eat, sleep, or go out of my hotel. 
He parked his car in front of my 
hotel and refused to drive It. The 
only reason he would give the 
commissioner for his attitude 
was that he was scared. He asked 
for a bodyguard, 

FBIENDS ‘IMPLICATED 
The commissioner reasoned 
that Gallo's friends or relatives] 
were mixed up in the case and 
were afraid of being involved in 
a case concerning Communists.. 
He thought it was possible they' 
had threatened Gallo. We re 
turned to Madrid and the investi- 
gation continued in Malaga. 

Gallo told the police he had 
actually contacted the fugitives 
I the afternoon of Sept. 16 lnl 
Gibraltar. 

Gallo described the man he met 
and identified authentic pictures 
of the real Berla as the man he 
talked to in the car. 

Gallo told in great detail how. 
he arranged a second meeting for 
Sept. 18, then returned to Gon- 
zolo Goizueta’s farm, 40 miles 
from Gibraltar on the road to] 
Malaga, to meet the man called 
Berla at the farm. 

Gallo's statement implicated six 
ither persons besides himselfl 
vho were at the farm. He said 
.he other six had seen the three, 
ugitlves walking on the beach 
tear the farmhouse. 

, V VISIT TO THE FARM 

I visited the farm. The “farm-1 
touse’’ is an 80-room mansion 
milt on the beach and hidden 
rom the highway by a tall line,, 
f eucalyptus trees and 600 acres 
f cornfields, The farm is located 1 
n an isolated section of coast 
: ’‘dway between Gibraltar and! 

. falaga, 45 miles by boat from! 

. .frica. 1 

The six persons were ques- 
i oned, They were Gonzolo 
< olzueta, Gonzolo’s brother, his 
Ister . his mother-in-law, and her’ 

1 vo daughters. All selected the 


I C a n t hme d. fr o m . pj, g e 


they knew who the man was. 
They said only that they had 
seen the three men walking on 
the beach, between Sept. 18 and 
21, and looked him over closely 
when he passed because it was 
strange to them that anyone 
would be walking on such a re 
mote beat*. 

A second trip to Malaga Oct. 12 
proved nothing more than the 
first. Outwardly, Gallo appeared 
there alone, but he was closely 
watched. Gallo was returned to 
Madrid. 

STATEMENT OF 6 TAKEN 
When I left Madrid, Oct 20, 
the commissioner was beginning 
the long job of taking statements 
from the six witnesses. They are 
all quite wealthy and highly re- 
spected Spaniards. He didn’t 
think it was very probable that 
they actually had a hand in the 
business as anything more than 
bystanders. But he had an order 
to get to the truth. 

In my last interview with the! 
[general, he assured me that if 
the three men can be located in 
Spain, they will be turned over, 
[to Senator McCarthy, if he is 
still interested. The commission- 
er was preparing a complete and 
detailed report for McCarthy on 
everything that happened. 


iivo oaugnters. AH selected thel 
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,i[y m /want group pictured 

ftw B aiai They U e iilBU . 



